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Department of Defence, Australia by J 

Hawking (m) 

The Department of Defence is the Australian 

Government's Department responsible for undertaking 

the defence of Australia. The department used the 'D 

Broad arrow D' figurative mark to identify its property. 

Many adjustable spanners are known with the figurative 

mark and the Army sold them through the Military 

Auctions and buyers sold them to the general market 

though their businesses, like the Disposal Stores or at 

swap meets. 

During World War 2 three Australian companies (McKay 

Massey Harris, Small Arms Factory Lithgow and an 

unknown company) made adjustable spanners for the 

department. 

McKay Massey Harris (q.v.) produced their front rack 

and worm auto or F type. It was made in 7- and 9in 

sizes and three variations in the script impressed on the 

upper jaw are recognised. 

Fig 1 - McKay Massey Harris' auto or F type, 
profile (9in). 

The ?in size was issued with Vickers machine guns 

made by the Small Arms Factory, Lithgow. Three codes 

CAA 3602, FA482 and FA4826 are found on the ?in 

size. The code CAA3602 is currently believed to be part 

of the Vickers gun tool kit, but has not been confirmed. 

The FA482/6 code has not been associated with any 

equipment. 
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Fig 2a,2b & 2c - Department of Defence's FA482 & 
FA4826 spanners (7in). 

The following inscriptions are found on McKay Massey 

Harris shifters supplied to the Department of Defence. 

• Sunshine Word Mark & DAD: the word 'Sunshine' is

impressed beside DAD. 

• Tall S Figurative Mark & DAD: it is formed from the

letters 'SMH' (Sunshine Massey Harris), which consists 

of a tall letter 'S', with the letter's 'M' and 'H' in the loops 

of the 'S', beside DAD. 

• Squat S Figurative Mark & DAD: it is the same style

as the previous mark, but the 'S' is in a squat form, 

beside DAD. 

Fig 3a,3b & 3c - above McKay Massey Harris' 
auto or F type, profile (9in). Impressions on the 
upper jaw: 'Sunshine' Figurative Mark (centre), 
Tall S' Figurative Mark (bottom left), 'Squat S' 
Figurative Mark (bottom right). 
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Blank space for trimming to correct size - Trim 30mm 


















