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Cl1aplin's Patent Planes: 
Peter McBride Member HTPAA 

Based on a pl'f!sentt1tion to the Tool Conference, April 2006 

Introduction other American patented planes by The Metallic Plane Co, 
How I came to colkct tools 

I bought a table saw and a wood 
lath.e and was given five boxes of 
planes by the owner. 

I began researching these planes 

hdton, and tanleyfrom the late 1800s and early 1900 . 

after receiving advice from the Petet McBride 

Gun makers afrer eh Amerk,lil Civil war seem to have 
turned their atcen.cion ro the hand tool business, and their 
inventiveness is reflected in the huge number and variety 
of patented designs of hand planes and th ir adjustments. I 
bad studied Mechankal Engineering at RM1T in me 1970s 
and was fascinated by the variecy of adjusting mechanisms 
on these planes. And in particular I liked the Chaplin's early 
patent planes. They had elegam solutions w design and 
engineering problems created by che protection of patents 

already held by other plane makers. I've been a goldsmith 

members of the HTPAA on 

the display stand at the Working with \Y/o d show about 
12 years ago. Amongst those planes I found I had been 
giverr a Chaplin's original patent block plane. As well as 

October, l88,. 

OHAPl-,lN,5 PAf~N f IRON AND 
WOOD BOTTOM 

N9~. f:O· anti 3 0 .B~ck#. 
Th- JllADN (..otAA..,.oe>thf=~)~Te bce·a lo lbo 

market (or mMIT 7 C'4<'S, obt..lAlllK a. •ka411T uicn: 
J1>1r tr:>!le u c.tier b .-o b<-c,Omo Into-. wo cla.lm 'This C11t. 11.howa ~be !IW'faco of our ne'WI' 
for lb('fl'I tho utmot~ 1lnu;,l1c!tT ot ee>!ISlr'Pctlon, I Corrugated Iron Planes. The cm,..,,,.e.lJona 
prvmJ)I MIJu.1lmont 0.11d 111perlnr bol,u17 otct7lo 6Dd . --~ 
1tai.l>, n.fl:ord 111.mplo nlr IJIGCff, a.nd reduce i:ho 

Thacllwlp pbt,: a.nd )<>Ttf PO Dlcl<<>l.plated.: ·tbo 
bud 10 •• er c!J~rc,,J rubboCr, wlllell a 1tro,:,~1' tb411. tra.ctfon ru:id friction to *ho minimnm. 
!: = =~;.,::',! ~!,<>11ffli:,.::i~aq,. ilnll 11'11>- &.!no price A8 S!llooth Co.co. 

CCn,ogot..d 8moolh rn.ce. 
-., No. Z<J,t,. lr<ln llmoo!.11 Pl.llno, ~xIU 

lc. <;aue:r, •••••••.•••.•••.•••••.• . s:i.ao · 
. . ............. J'l'o. -· Do., ~o.. lllc..lJt Ill, do ••••••• &~t 
""., • .,. ........... ;N'0i,.2(i.,, Do,u do .• D~lJJ In... dO •• n • •• 8,.36, 
Nt;>,~ ...... No.llOO,D<; •• do.,D~ lp..,;lo ••• •••• 8.b() 
~···· · . ....... No. ::oo Iron Ja<,k J>to.o•. 12.1<2 ••••• 3.86 s::· ~.: ::: :~:: ~: ~:~ ~':r! ~I:::: ~iif:·: ~: t:: 
I"''), l!llO •••••• No. 210. IIOD. JOl!:itT l'Je1ne. ~u Ii.?!'. 

C<>~i«I Bm<>0lh 1•co. • 
~ Xo. 211, trqn lQlnei: Pluo, • 111.n. 
' W'lt~wlalll<: nroat. · 

iiO:Yw: ·::. :J':;: ffl. 1(~~ \":,~lf,P~t::;.~tl'!l: ::;g 
Allot tbca;o l'1au~lil 1,r~· h l.ck,c,1-pla.tcd nnbb. 

· .NOi. :a,. Brock l'h'.\uO, Japao.liod, 

?-o. ~·MtJ:pr.:1J~~'iticiicri>l4"iiil: 1..40 
0)4 • l!h:i Cu~ter . • ••••••••• . , . .. , • , 1..G:I 

OUR NEW 

WOOD BOTTOM PLANES. 

Tho Cl~mping Pinto e.ud Lever aN nickel 
pl111.ted ; tbo Beoo~wOQd has boen thof'Ougbly 
s11.11soned e.nd is a. thicker bl~t tho.n IUUlll, 
though \he :Pia.no ie :no heavier than UioN 
already w tho xna.l'ket... 
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.. 8+ The Adjustable Mouth Smooth Piano b a n.cw feature, 

and meets with a great ,deal of favor, FOB 5ALE nY TUE EIA.RDW &nn ':l'BAD.E. 
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