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Editor ... s Corner 

At our last meeting we discussed the ide? of a telephone 
tree as a way of keeping club members in touch and 
encouraging items for our newsletter. It is hoped to set 
up this system early in 1997. 

t-J 1 gel Larnoe rt 

1. Contributions for our last issue for this year are 
due by 3rd December

2. Contributions for the first issue for 1991 are due by
25th January.

************ 

SecretarY
1

S Ne'\VS 

1. Newsletters have been received from Victorian 
Woodworhers Association. Central Woodworkers Woodworkers 
Guild. and The Vintage Tool Collectors Club Auchland N.Z. 

2. Classic Crafts Day, Gulf Station, Yarra Glen.

Tl1e r�a t i ona I 
Station on 
demo, ,str at.ed 
b,-ead mal, 1 ng 
etc. 

Trust have as�ed us to 
October 28th. Many 
1nclud1ng lace mah1ng, 
as well as coopering, 

3. Annual Meetina

display tools at Gulf 
activities will be 
embroider, weaving, 

post and rail fencing 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 20th November. This 
will be our Annual Meeting with a formal agenda including 
election of office bearers, chairmen of committees, 
consideration for the need for a constitution, 
incorporation and public liability insurance. If you can 
help 
me 

with the running of the Association please contact 
otherwise it wil I be necessary 

to draft members to the various offices. 

************ 



Club Meeting Tuesday November 20th 

This meeting wi 11 be held at the Kensington Primary 
School, McCracken Street, Kensington (Melways Map 42 K 2J 
Th1s school is only 2 m1nutes walk from Kensington 
Rai !way Station. 

As this wil I be our last meeting for the year we would 
like to suggest the following program. 

6.30 p.m. onwards B.B.Q. tea 
Bring your won eats, we will supply Coffee/Tea 
and B.B.Q. 

3.00 p.m. Coopers Tools 
Video and discuss1on on coopering. Bring along 

any items of interest re cooper1ng. 

9.00 p.m. A short A.G.M. 
Further detai Is wi 17 be forthcoming. 

Supper afterwards. Hope to see you all there. 

Kees Klep 
Program o,rector 

M�eting Not�s Report of_September Meeting 

Australian Planes 

Unfortunately the planned patternmak1ng demonstration at 
RMIT on 18th September was unable to proceed at the last 
minute. Our visits to RMIT have always been most 
enjoyable and valuable, and it is natural that members 
were disappointed. However a most pleasant evening was 

held at the home of Kees Klep at Boron,a. The theme of 
this evening was Australian tools and members were 
encouraged to bring any examples to share. Some 
interesting examples were noted: 

* Alanplane - an aluminium plane of post-war period. 
Believed made by Alanware cookware firm of Melbourne. 

* E. Kennedy Melbourne - Wooden coffin - type smoother 
with double iron.

* Unnamed wooden plane sim1lar to above and probably
made of redgum stamped "'Pat 15443 4-6-20"". Top 1ron held 
in by a large bolt with nut slid under a plate attached 
to plane by screws to frog. Interesting feature was a 
'"Norris-type"" adjustment which had no lateral capac,ty. 
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Coachbuilding (Part 2)
I !,ere 1-,as a go 1 den age of carriage bui Id i ng with thEi 
bu, ld1ng of rai I way carriages being a special area of 
sh.111 and e-"pertise. Carriage building,·as noted in the 
previous edition, used the same names for various members 
as in other bran�hes of coach building. Skilled 
craftsmen used fine timbers and related materials to help 
produce the wonderful age of steam and the graciousness 
of V1ctor1an era comforts and elegance. It is only in 
recent years that timber carriages have passed out of 
daily usage for commuters and the skills of railway 
carriage builders have succumbed to progress in the form 
of metal and plastics. The following article provides 
some 1ns1ght 1nto tt1e skills of a past era. 

In Victoria, the railway industry was centred to the nest 
of the c1ty at Newport where the railway workshops and 

carriage shops" were built, and nearby W1lliamstown 
wl1ere tl,e e,:,91ne 1-10rl,s were established. In 1888, 140 
union members were registered in the Williarnstown 
worl.sl,c,ps 1-1hilst two other railway unions included the 
Locomot1ve Engine Drivers (400 members) and the Railway 
Services 4ssoc,ation. 

These trade unions included a wide range of artisans who 
provided e,tremely sl illed services to tt,eir state. An 
examrile of tl,eir craft is the "'Norman·· car below. This 
carriage is a fine example of late 19th century railway 
coachbu1lders' art. It was built in 1890 at Newport 
Worshops as one of a pair of slee�ing cars. Originally 
named "Fer-severance.. this car was 7 5 feet 1 ong with a 
half-domed roof, and was quite different from other 
V1ctor1an passenger carriages. It was used initially in 
the south-west of Victoria. In 1921 it became the 
··,�orrnan ·· car,-, age after a former commissioner of th,e 
rai !ways. It has been rebuilt at least twice and used 
tor state and Royal occasions. It entered the Railways 
Museum ,n 1963. 
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R J\ l L \V /\ Y C i\ RR I /\GE i\ N D 

\Vi\GON B01J1ES 

CA B.IUAUlGS 

('ONS'l'l:ll(''l'ION OF C1\l:HIA<:1,; 1101)111:s 

General Construction.-The bodies of railwny c,,rriages arc 
r111 1slrnl'ird rl1idly of wood, a11cl tl,cy 1rst 011 1111derf 1 a1 1 1es \\·liirh 
;111· 11 1 arlc: of 1·ifl1er \\'ood or steel, arl'ordi1 1g to the t_rp<' of rarri:11�1· 
Tlw c·o1 11 111011 frn 11 1 of railway rarriagc is roustrurtrd 1111wl1 011 Ilic 
sa1111� li1 1 c·s as a c:losrcl road vchidc surh :·is a l,rougha111, earh 
rn111parl111r11I hc:i11g <'tllcrcd fro111 either side. This is lire 111osl 
<·r<>lllllll iral arra111�c111c11 l so far as se;tl i11g acco111111oda lion is
l'11 1 11T 1 11cd. a 11d 11111 1 c p:1ss1·111�1'.rs c;111 he r:11 1 i,·d i 11 \';11..-i:1gcs of this
I \')ll' 111:111 i11 ,otl1,·1s ol 1111' �:1111t· l,· 11,�lli :111tl \\·itlll1 111:il 11:1\-1'. d11111s
:ii 11 11' 1·11,ls ,,,ilv. Tl1i:; is ;111 i111pnrt:1 11I 1·1111:,i,k1:di1111011 1:iih1·:1_, . .,
l 1 :11·i11!� a la11�•· : 11111111111 of sult1 11l>:111 or lot"al (1:ili"1r. l-"01 11111!'.·
rlisl a 11n: j1111nic,·s a 1110 1 c clahor:d c frn 1111 111 1·01bt 111rl io1 1 1s
arlopll'd, \\·ilh a view lo providi11g 11wre co11ifort ;1 1 1d grealc·r
n ,, 11·,·11 i('11cc for I lie passc11gcrs.

Cl;issilicalion. l�ailll'a)' rarri:11:l's 111a_v he di,·idcd i11tn (1rn 
1:11111p:; ; I host· 11scd lor Ilic'. 1·011\·c_ra11rl' of passe 11gcrs. a11d I l111sc· 
11s1·d for parn·ls a11d 111isrdla11eo11s (raflic. The lirst gr011p 
i 11rlndcs wha l arc k11ow11 as lirsl-, seco11d-, a11cl t hi rcl-t:lass carri,,gcs. 
ar.r.ordi11g to (lie arcrn11111odalio11 provided i11 the various co111-
parl1 1 1c11ls of which it is r·rn 1 1posed. 0 11 the 111ajorily of ll1e 

I 
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railways i11 Lhc Unilecl l,i11gclor11. (he 11sc of scc.o11cl-class carriage's 
has lwc11 clis .. 1111(i1111ccl, 0111.,· lirsl- ;11ul lliinl-d:,ss passf'llf.;C'rs 
lwi111: 1111\v l':11 ric:d. \Vlic:11 a ,·a, 1 iai-:1: is 1·11111pos,:d 11[ luilh lirsl­
:111cl lhird-1'1:iss c:0111p;11 l11w11ls ii is k1u1w11 as a 1:0111/>osilt ' ,:,,rri11g,·, 
a11d if a i>rab: l'n111parl111c11I is prn\'icl .. d for rlw 11s1: of llw ,�11:11 d 
lhc lenns first- or lliird-d11.u firnl,c, or r-0111/wsil,· bra!,·,:, :,.-.� 11sed. 
The term 1:oad1 is oflc11 :1pplicd lo :t 1·:trri:1;.:1� hy railll'a\' 111<'11. 

Tl1c dcsniplin: 11a111cs appli,·d lo railway ,·;u 1 i;1;�t'S su11wli111l's 
rd1·1 lo I lw 1111111lwr 11f wlwl'is 1111 wl1id1 1111' ,·an iag1· is s11pp11rll'd. 
1;111 ,:x:u1q1l1·. :i ,·a1 ri;1g1· c1111sisri111: 1·11lirl'ly 11f 1'11sl-l'bss ,·1111q1:11t-
11w11ls :u11I 1 1·sti111� 1111 a11 11111h-d1 a111c ha\'i11g six wlu·l'is, llirn: 1111 
l':t.-11 side, is spoken of as a si.r-u•h1:t'f.t-d /irsl-dass c11rria:.:1:. 

So111cli111cs the 1111dcrfr:u11c rcsls 011 lwo small (nicks. 
called f1u:.:irs. lo which lhf' wheels arc allad1cd; i11 such cases Ilic 
1nm l>ogic wn11ld h1: i1wl111h·cl. as i11 the cxpressi1111 ho�i,: c11111-
/111.�il,· r=arri11g,·. l'a1 1 iag1:s lltal have a passag1) c:-lc11di11g frn111 
1111,: cud lo 1111: 11llwr, parlili111wd oil fro111 llu: n111111arl1111•11ls. :rn· 
k1111w11 as 1:orrid11r r:rirri11:.:,·s: a11d llt11s1• i11 whid, lavalory an:0111-
111odatio11 is provi1kcl an: rallt·d /,11 1,1/11n1 1:,,rri11g,:s. Th,: kn11 
sr1loo11 is applied Lo ,·ario11s types, the orcli11:1ry lirsl- or ll1ird-rlass 
s:11111,11 lwi11g npc:11 from 1•1ul lo end. wilh st:als :ilo11g lhc sides :111d 
:wr11ss 1111' l'llds a11rl. s111m:li11u:s, a lahl1: d11\\'11 (lu: 111icldl1�: ll1l's1· 
;11 •: ;tlso l-i111w11 as /1ri1111lc, or lrmid/i:rs', s11lo1ms. /Ji11i·11:.: s11/o1111s 
;111· pn,vi,kd ll'ill1 cli11i11g l:,hlcs and a [11lly cq11ippl'd kilclw11. 
1\ slccf>i'11� s11lo1J11 ro111priscs a 1111111her of coi11parl111c11(s, or l>crll is. 
each of which is liltc,\ up with a spring l>cd and provided with 
I 11ilc L rcq11isi lcs for Lhc co11vc11ic11cc of passc11gcrs 011 lonr; jo11 rncys. 
Spl'i:ial co111parl111c11ls arc providt"rl [nr i11valicls, for 1,·lllllll llu� 
ordi11:iry 1"11111p:1rl11w11I would IH: loo crn1r111<'<I; lhcsc arc r;1llcd 
i m •11/.id.,' 1:r1111 fi,11 I 111,· 11/s. 

1:·tnlri,: 1:,11·rir1,;,:s arc rhictly 11sccl for 11 11clcrgro1111d a11d 
s1il111rha11 tr;ilfo:. These carri.iges arc ronncctecl tor�elhcr hy 
1�:i11g\\'ays a11d an: 11s11ally slwrll'r i11 h:11gllt :rncl lower i11 l i cigl i t 
ll1a11 onli11:uy l'arriagl's, owing lo fl1c frl'q111:11cy of IIH� n1rvcs 
a11d I IH: l11w I 11111u:ls I hro11r-:l1 which 1l1cy have to pass. .\/,·,1111 

lr,,ifa carri11J!,t'S an: 11st:d hy railway olfwials for i11sp1·dio 11 pur­
poses, a11d i11 s11111c places tlu:y arc used for passenger Ira l'Jic 011 




