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Edi:toc·a corner 

Members are receiving an advertising request form in this 
Newsletter. Please use it as this is one way in which we 

can help each other - by swapping parts and sharing 
around items of which we may have more than one. Please 
photocopy this form for your repeated use. If you are 
Selling it is suggested that you include your price and 
use the well-known Fine Tool Journal Condition 
Classification For Antiques Hand Tools. Here it is again 
for you:-

THE FINE TOOL JOURNAL CONDITION CLASSIFICATION FOR ANTIQUE HAND TOOLS 

CATEGORY USEABLE FINISII WEAR RErAIR RUST 

,.., .. tocally 100'1. none none none 
Anc 1ou1lly ll0-100'!. minimal none lrKc: 

Good+ 7c, lJ-90'1• normal minor or 11,�, 
"""' 

Good )'O J�lJ'I'• norm.+fflOd. mino, 11&,ht 
Good- probably �JO'f, mod.-hvy. cornet mod. 

Fair no �10'1, ucnsivc maj« mod.-hYJ. 
POOf no n/a c,u:enivc: d11Jt1a1cd huYJ 

MISC. 

+ ori1. pk1. 

,omc: dlnp or 
scr11ch OK 
minor chlpt 

chips OK 

Any deviation from 1hc modd p1nmt1trs 11 co be dncribcd. whether po1i1lvc or ncaalivie. All toots Good- Of bc:lla arc auumcd 
u.scablc unlas 1pccific problem, arc pointed oul. 

Contributions for the October Newsletter are due by 20th 

September. 

Nigel Lampert 

************ 

News ErPID :tbe svcce:tacv 

Tool Sale 
Our first tool sale was a resounding success with over 20 
sellers and the numbers of buyers exceeding all our 
optimistic forecasts. The executive feels that we should 
try to reproduce the same friendly atmosphere next year. 
As yet we have not decided whether to hold the 1992 sale 
in March when the weather is more friendly or again try 
our luck in winter. 

Unfortunately, we were very short of members to help on 
the Saturday. Keith Sutherland and Ian McIntosh spent 
the whole time selling tickets and on the door, and we 
thank them both. The sale not only gave the HTPA welcome 
publicity but resulted in 10 new members (now 75 
members) and improved our finances. 
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Working with Wood Show: 17th to 20th October 
Again we will be having a stand at the Exhibition 
Building. Tony Oerrett is the display co-ordinator and 
will be grateful for help in manning our stand during the 
four days. Over the next two months it will be necessary 
to build display boards and finish our display cases. 

Victorian Woodworkers Display: 16th & 17th 
The HTPA will as usual mount a display on 
November at Doncaster. Volunteers will 
nearer the time. 

Executive Meeting 

November 

16th and 17th 
be recruited 

The Executive of HTPA meets on the first Tuesday of each 
month in which we meet for tool activities. Minutes of 
these Meetings are kept and are available from the 
secretary for perusal. 

When we meet on the third Tuesdays the secretary will 
give a very short report to the members. Members of the 

Executive may also have announcements at these times. 

Woodworking Groups' Newsletters 
The HTPA receives copies of Newsletters from various 
Woodworking groups including the Victorian Woodworkers' 
Association, Central Victorian Woodworkers and the Yarra 
Turners. These are available from the secretary. 

Frank Ham 

************ 

From ""The Autobjography c,f Jamee Agate 
A :Sb<>c:tec Ego-
George Harrop & Co. 2nd Selection. London 1947 

The Year 1938: July 29th, Friday 
Harry told me that in connection with a slum-clearance 
scheme last winter he came across a room which ran over 
five cottages. None of the tenants below had ever 
bothered about it, and one said that so far as he knew 
the room was empty and had been for years, the property 
having changed hands half a dozen times, and successive 
landlords losing sight of the garret. On the door being 
forced it revealed itself as a joiner's workshop. The 
tools were neatly arranged on the bench. On a peg hung a 
working jacket. Oust everywhere. The calendar on the 
wall bore the date August 10, 1914. 

From Ian Johnson, East Melbourne. 
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Future Meeting Notes 

1. September 17th Meeting - 7.30 pm.
This meeting will be an evening on patternmaking and will
be held at the RMIT (Geo Thompson) School of Foundry 
Technology, corner of Cardigan & Queensberry Streets, 
Carlton. Enter from Cardigan Street. Our host will be 
Wally Gore, and members are asked to bring interesting 
items related to patternmaking. Please note that this is 
not a casting night. These arrangements are still to be 
confirmed but you will be informed if there are any 
changes. 

2. November 19th Meeting - 7.30 pm.
This meeting will be held at the Box Hill community Arts
Centre, 470 Station Street, Box Hill. This will be our
AGM and a meeting led by Watson cutter on the development
of hand routers. Please bring along your most
interesting commercial and user-made hand routers. Would
you also please contact Watson if you have information on
this topic. Our AGM will also be an important part of
this evening.

************ 

cJub Lit>carv 

Any member wanting up to date information on our library 
should contact Kees Klep  

************ 

CJyb CBJ-oQ!Br 

August - Tues 20th - Caine Tool Committee 
Sat 24th - Caine Tool Working Bee

September Tues 3rd - Executive Meeting 
- Tues 17th - Club Meeting 

October - Tues 15th - Caine Tool Committee 
- Thurs 17th - to Sun 20th

Working With Wood Show Display

Sat 26th - Caine Tool Working Bee 
November Tues 5th - Executive Meeting 

Sat 16th - Sun 17th Victorian Woodworkers
Display - Doncaster

- Tues 19th - Annual General Meeting 
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c�ub Meet�ng Report; Ju�y �99� 

It was very pleasant to welcome a number of visitors to 
this meeting including Ben Whelan, John Ruddock and Ron 
Mack. The evening was on drawknives and spokeshaves, and 
about 100 were brought along of various shapes, 
refinements and sizes. Scarcely two were the same! The 
most intriguing item was, however, a log numbering hammer 
made in Australia by C. McIntosh, Kyogle, NSW. Circular 
in shape it was marked from 1 to 9 & 0, as well as having 
the letters '"R"' and "s", although the "' R" had been made 
into a "p'". Other unusual items included a drawknife 
with the handles at a complete right angle to the blade. 
It was suggested that this may have something to do with 
the cleaning of skins but none of us knew. Some other 
items noted were:-

* A cooper's knife by Gilpin but bent at one end
* Pattern spo�eshaves of 3"' to 4"'
* A jigger router by Moseley & Sons
* Unknown small drawknives or scorps which may have been

for making Windsor chairs
* A drawknife with folding handles
* A wooden traditional spokeshave, no wear plate but 

with two brass locking screws marked '"Reg'd 7686" 

As usual this was a most pleasant club evening which 
quickly passed. 

MELHUISll'S 

l'1HEN1' WORK·BENCH TOOL CADINET JN VARIOUS DESICNS 

TO SUIT CUSTOMERS' REQUIRENEMTS 

F1lldown Wcw•-&.nch u ilhn1�1ed in Xk-1':tul Wood. The top at: of 
Solid Jle.e<h. aftd hu •diu .. abl• \Yindi,.- Stop. 



Tools of',.:. 
trade 
reveal the 
workings 
of history_ 
By GEOFF MASLEN 
Evtr tlnct S1ont Agt human. 
bt1an using pebbles and 11oatt 
sbaptd b)' u1urt, people have 
bun Inventing. 1d1p1101 aad 
1Hln1 toots. 

Hand-uws have been ftuad ID 
Thtban tomb• 1h11 date back ttt 
)'tars belort Cb rlst. Talus, 
1nndton ,t lht mythical OrHk 
sculptor Datdalus. •·as ahowa 
usloa a t>.w drlll H a prlmllln 
wood-workla1 lalbe aboul &tt 
BC. 

Tbe first brace and bit 11'H In· 
vented b) an unkaown Flemish 
""oodworku around 1411 and 
8en,·tnut1 Celllnl, lht Reaalt· 
sance sculptor, had adapted ball• 
burlna;J in nu, .. lillle 1111>«111 
v.ood mure 1h1n half-hlddu. In 
lhtlr sockets'", to roll maulwe 
tlllUH about II wllL 

-'f. �: 
�,,-CA -

...... , --� T "TJ'y:.,r�:; ,,,. 
i�l_��:;,�.;1-� ..... 

w:!,,.• ... • ., , 
l 

l j::f'.' h� :·�:12 
Uk!>�ti' c. i. • ' ' • 

II l11he Iona history and utn- ��-'-';r •. ; ·.,:,-•. ·, .,. � 
·• ' 

Y' · ordinary urltly of hand ltoll !i· .��� -;! . • . . 
1h.clucla11e,collulH"Lfrank 

.
�iJ ,;I··"'·',���' -�-Htm. tor tnmplt, hu spent · -ll...';;,,,...,h :i�.u.� .... 

ytars 1musln1 ont or tbt larg- . . . . . . . . . est colltciloru 11 teols la the Mr fron.l Hom, ,ecttlczry of tht Hand T°?' Pre.se�'Ohon �a�1on, �,t� SO':';'.!,�/ 1?!.t -� /rom the �oho�. 
T"!,µ colfechon thal �- � f" d��>' ar Kensm1:lon Primary School. 

country 
I 

•nd hf hu
1 

•�ouc,:•
1�

• ruralture., ye:t tbty art t:vtry bll tltlL Now la IU tl&htb yur, tht: .. ., wert madt 1a·�A1t1traU1," Mr· •tattd for c:tr11l1 tukl art aew tin A.sndatlea bu dedhd te melal P •nts I ont.. 1 1 1 ' • 11 lateresllag. -JlleH art tbt ·- UMCIIIIDll bu aboat 71 mtm· Ham N)'L ''u," •bJttu tl ••Ddtr. · ! 1 btld IU llrt1 -. .. 1 ... wap aad ul, ht ••YI. •1 whlc.b ctlltclon .. tHls tb1t madt 1ucb ha.raltare, - btn la Mtlbeuntt, •llh tlhtn-- Tll•t ls a enadal JMIDL Rob1u --- now •b• •lsb tt ltold ta tt ; d•Y-· Mr Ham lliopt:t tbat uy,at nutr :,i;t b�CIUte DO 
,r

oe wtll . tbat art tldtr lbaa Europua ICAtlt.rd ICtffl Aa:straJla IDd I art l11crt11IDSI)' rtplado& thll put Aft mtttly tool uen, . lattrHttd will It tt Keasl•&ltn ever ab t 10 et eel aa . A.ustralla.. l'n got plaDtt la my ltw la Ntw Zealnd. pttplt at ••rL Tbe tld crafu thtautlns. Mr Ham H)'t, 1ad. > Primary School. la McCraekn eumplt 01 tnry ene. coUee.cton tbat were made be- ,., "Wt bt� tt dlKover, ldtallfy,..- Hd-ltal appreailcHblpt art tht)' l1clude •Hdwerktn,-c.ar.- " Strttt. nert Saturday from lt amHolding a Jolotr's clamp. Mr, ftre Captala CNk lound us.'" ·, tlusUy,decumeat.prntrvt aa4,_/ dluppurta1 &J ctmputtr�rl•·�"' ptattn, 1tacb1u, b1b�yJ1u,.,. to 2pa1." Tbtrt Is a· U tDI') 
Ham nys sucb objects art aoi , Mr Ham it t-tcrtlary ot tbt . ublblt u maay tf tbtn tNII u , ta ttc.baoltl)' rtplactt 1ra1lt 1 ,crall1mt1 and c&rTt.n. � ,. -� •• ,, ebarat for bayu·1 1111d SU for 
appnclaltd II much •• antique Haad Tffl PrtHn-aflon A.uocla· • Wt caa. Upt-elally tho1t tllial. ltllla, aad 1NII tbat •trt la· f..- Now tllllt Haad Tool PrutNa·· • stlltn.'" 
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Our first public tool sale and swap was undoubtedly a 
huge success. The Friday evening swap for members only, 
and the Saturday public sale were certainly held in an 
atmosphere of fun and fellowship. Our club also clearly 
demonstrated its integrity through members personally 
sharing their knowledge and interest in tools with the 
public as well as through the fine display of rare tools 
from the Caine Tool Collection . The tool sale was also 
a financial success for our club. 

We were very fortunate with the publicity for the sale. 
As well as our own publicity circulars reaching 
woodworkers' clubs and other interest groups, we received 
excellent radio and newspaper publicity. Our secretary, 
Frank Ham, appeared on page three of the Melbourne Age on 
Saturday, 22nd June. This included a photograph of Frank 
with a selection of Caine Tools together with an article 
on the significance of tools throughout history. Frank 
was also interviewed on Radio 3AW by Margaret Peacock the 
day before the sale was open to the public. In addition, 
we had our own "Garage Sale" newspaper advertisements to 
encourage attendance. 

For members unable to attend, our sale was held in a 60' 
by 30' hall with and adjoining canteen from which coffee 
and refreshments were served. There was also an 
adjoining office which had large glass panels facing into 
the hall. We used this office to safely display the 
Caine Tools. By putting on the light in this office the 
tools were shown to advantage and highlighted by the 
accompanying information prepared by Doug Mciver about 
the Caine Collection the HTPA. 

On Friday evening only club members were present. Stalls 
were set up by club members and an open, friendly 
atmosphere of fellowship was present as members 
bargained, bought and swapped. It was particularly 
pleasant for members to be able to roam the room at will 
without any thought for their tools or stalls. A 
friendly "Whose is this?" was the signal for a return to 
their treasures and further bargaining and swapping. 
Arriving sellers were keenly pursued in a purposeful but 
pleasant manner. When we all needed a rest we headed for 
the refreshments provided by Ben Rasalam. It was 
excellent to see many members making special effort to 
attend. Members from country Victoria and Sydney were 
also welcomed. Some were meeting other members for the 
first time. 




